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EDITOR 'S INTRODUCTION 
Chris Eisele 
Illinois S ta te University 
Fi r s t , vo te "Yea" or "Nay" on the fol lowing f rom Wi t tgens t e in : 
What is t he use of s tudying philosophy if all t h a t it does for you is t o 
enab le you to ta lk with some plaus ibi l i ty abou t some a b s t r u s e ques t ions 
of logic , e t c . , and if it does not improve your th inking about t he 
impor t an t ques t ions of eve ryday l i f e . . . ? 
If you a re p r o t e s t i n g t h a t t h e issues in the q u o t a t i o n a r e not t h a t easy to vo te on, 
then this C u r r e n t Issues is p e r f e c t for you. It will p rov ide c o n t e x t and a rgumen t s to 
f u r t h e r your u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t he complex i ty of t h e issues involved—with a special 
emphasis on Dewey ' s t h i n k i n g . On the o the r hand, if you found vot ing easy , th is 
C u r r e n t Issues is even more p e r f e c t for you. It will show why it is not a lways easy to 
know what your vo te is suppor t i ng when it is c a s t on phi losophical ques t ions , e spec ia l ly 
ques t ions in social and moral phi losophy. 
The s o u r c e of our c o n t r i b u t i o n s gives C u r r e n t Issues a s l ight ly d i f f e r e n t look this 
y e a r . The top ic is still " c u r r e n t , " and, as you can see from the p reced ing p a r a g r a p h , 
much may be a t " issue." A se r i e s of c i r c u m s t a n c e s has made it possible t o r e p r o d u c e 
the John Dewey L e c t u r e , with a response , in this f o r m a t . The l e c t u r e , given annually 
at t he John Dewey Soc ie ty Mee t ing , was de l ive red last F e b r u a r y in Denver by Richard 
Berns te in of Haver fo rd C o l l e g e . Michael Simmons, S.U.N.Y. Buf fa lo and a member of 
the Dewey Board of D i r e c t o r s , p r e p a r e d a response for C u r r e n t Issues 
Highlights 
In a w o n d e r f u l ea r ly p i e c e (1893), "Why Study Phi losophy," (Early Works, 4:62) 
Dewey says , "If our wise a n c e s t o r s , i n s t r u c t e d in the lore of Rousseau conce rn ing the 
use lessness and h a r m f u l n e s s of the ph i losopher , had i so la ted him as soon as he showed 
h imse l f , all might sti l l be wel l . But the phi losopher was a l lowed to be a t l a rge , and 
s u c c e e d e d in i n f e c t i n g his t ime . " P r o f e s s o r s Berns te in and Simmons a r e "at l a rge" in 
ii 
the pages t h a t fo l low, i n f e c t i n g their t ime and inves t iga t ing how their t ime has been 
i n f e c t e d by philosophy and ph i losophers . To spread the i n f e c t i o n , 1 o f f e r t h e s e inducing 
samples : 
- - Be rns t e in a s s e r t s t h a t Dewey " r e j e c t e d the very idea of philosophy as some sort of 
super s c i e n c e with i t s own d i s t inc t ive problems and methods . . . . " 
Be rns t e in asks and answers the ques t ion , "Why did Dewey f ade from the American 
phi losophic s c e n e ? Why is it t h a t Dewey, who inspired so many during his l i f e t ime , 
has become such a 'marg ina l ' f i g u r e ? " 
— Berns t e in expla ins R o r t y ' s s t a t e m e n t t h a t " the best hope for an American 
phi losopher is Andy Warhol ' s promise t ha t we shall all be s u p e r s t a r s , for 
approx ima te ly f i f t e e n minutes a p i e c e . " 
— Berns t e in f inds it exc i t ing "We can even begin seeing an i n t e rweav ing and 
c r i s s -c ross ing of phi losophic movements which until r ecen t ly have seemed to sha re 
l i t t l e in common." 
— Simmons f ee l s t h a t "Berns te in in less inspi ra t ional t one , in more c r i t i c a l vo ice , 
hovers over his John Dewey L e c t u r e . The kind of ques t ions Berns te in has put to 
o t h e r s , to ob ta in c o n c r e t e social and pol i t ica l knowledge, must u l t ima te ly be put to 
Be rns t e in . " 
— Simmons f inds "a p rob l ema t i c t h a t all who pursue philosophy must c o n t e n d wi th . 
The i n t e l l e c t u a l problem t h a t is philosophy paradoxica l ly emerges most ful ly formed 
but also bes t c o n c e a l e d in well wrought phi losophy. It is he re t ha t the power of 
phi losophy ' s c o n t e n t and me thod , of philosophic a rgument , concea l s f rom itself and 
its fo l lowers the p rob l ema t i c t h a t is phi losophy." 
— Simmons warns t h a t "f inal c ause s have a t endancy to t ake on the cover of 
ideo logy . The well being of phronesis , of our very se lves , now requ i r e s c r i t i c a l 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of e f f i c i e n t , m a t e r i a l , and formal causes t ha t brought us to our 
p r e s e n t p r e c a r i o u s cond i t ion and sus ta in us in i t . " 
— Simmons be l ieves t ha t " concea led in the magic of Dewey 's d i a l ec t i c a r e 1) t he 
u n d e m o n s t r a t e d assumpt ion t h a t Deweyan phrones is , Theory of Valuat ion as ou t l ine 
of a p rogram of social theory and a c t i o n , is a d e q u a t e to soc ie ty as it is, and 2) 
Dewey ' s a - t h e o r e t i c a l d i ssec t ion of our body po l i t i c . We a re l e f t with no 
vocabu la ry to provide c r i t i c a l e n t r a n c e and l eve rage a d e q u a t e to soc i e ty t oday . " 
A Special Note 
The Dewey Soc ie ty is once again planning a session at i ts annual mee t ing on the 
previous y e a r ' s Dewey L e c t u r e . In this c a s e , t he Berns te in L e c t u r e r ep r in t ed he re will 
be d iscussed by a panel which will include Michael Simmons, our r e s p o n d e n t . The 
Dewey Board hopes t h a t such a r r a n g e m e n t s can f a c i l i t a t e d ia logue among the members . 
We e n c o u r a g e you to bring C u r r e n t Issues to the mee t ing . 
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New members receive a compl imenta ry copy of one of the following: 
(check one). 
• John Dewey's Moral Principles in Education, 1909, 72 pages. 
• John Dewey's The School and Society, 1899, 118 pages. 
• Thomas Green ' s The Formation of Conscience — Moral Education in an Age of 
Technology, (1984 John Dewey Lecture). 
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